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ABSTRACT: 

Life is unpredictable. No one knows the next minute of life. In such case, every human has 

the right and wish to live the life up to their willingness. No person shall be compelled to live a life 

for the benefit and name of others. Honour killing is killing a person, maybe a male or a female, 

who does not accept the marriage arranged by the family or chooses to move her marital life as per 

her or his wish just because it brings down the honour of the family. The supreme authority of the 

family looks after the name of the family but forgets to think about the love and affection shared 

with the member of the family. In this research paper, I have shared about the honour killing in 

India. This type of killing happens because of certain triggers which are also discussed with the role 

of law in honour killing. No person can be left free if they violate the law and in such case this is a 

crime violating many provisions set up for the protection of the citizen. Among many crimes, this 

crime forms similarity with many crimes but yet is a different one which is also been differentiated 

in the paper. When the husband is of low range, it eventually reduces the status and caste of the 

female family which induces the male members of the family to kill the girl. But they forget that 

the girl is their child where status can be gained and but girl life can never come back and caste is 

not precious than the life and love spent by the girl with them.  
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INTRODUCTION: 

Honour killing is seen as a dirty behaviour by the member of the family thinking to bring purity to 

the family. It is an act of murder by the family on the family members to bring honour to the family 

to eradicate the shame and dishonour brought by the family member. The male member of the 

family kills the female member who has violated the wishes and honour of the family. This is a 

kind of pre-planned murder by the members of the family against the member who had bought 

shame to the family. Mostly these acts are caused due to trigger done by the relatives, society, 

neighbours by whom the accused feels dishonoured and gets provoked. Mostly these occur against 

the female who are assumed for sexual and marital offences. In situation where the members should 

be a support for the female are against them and brings a situation where they should not exist. 

India is a democratic country as every citizen has their rights and freedom to do acts which does not 

violate law. In a society where the citizens are equal without any discrimination, honour killing 

brings discrimination where the family member is considered to bring dishonour by choosing a 

person of a different caste.(Keane 2016) Caste and status are the main reasons for honour killing in 

the present world as the caste and status changes for a girl when she goes to her husband house. The 

aim of the study is to know about honour killing and to bring out the seriousness of the crime and to 

educate the society about its effects and to analyze the triggers of honour killing.  

OBJECTIVES: 

The main objective of this study is: 

● To know about honour killing and its consequences. 

● To educated the society about the effects of honour killing .  

● To study about the role of law in honour killing.  

● To examine the triggers of honour killing. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS: 

The research methodology involves primary and secondary sources of collection of data. Primary 

source is collection of data by the person themselves whereas secondary source of data is collecting 

information from the source where some other person had already done the research. This research 

paper involved the need of secondary data. The information used in the research paper is with the 

data given in the books, online source, research papers. The ideas and contents in the research were 
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made with the help of the secondary sources. I had done it by collecting the information up to my 

knowledge and brought out my concern and ideas relating to the topic.  

REVIEW OF LITERATURE: 

● In the view of Dr.Alka Bhatia in his research paper on Honor killing in the socio legal 

aspect has stated that honor killing is a perspective where a woman is killed due to the 

immoral behavior in the eye of the family members. The immoral behavior may be in the 

form of rejection of the arranged marriage, wanting to marry the person whom they love. 

Through the centuries, honor killing is been rooted in the society not only in rural and urban 

areas but around the world. Many girls are been killed by the family in the sense of honor 

killing for the dignity and status of the family. Irrespective of the caste, religion, sex the 

problem of honor killing is been done.  

● In the view of Navratan Singh Fateh in his research paper on Honor killing has stated that 

under the large number of crimes, honor killing is found to be the most evil crime. In the 

crime of honor killing the victim is not the third person but the member of the family. In a 

family, father and brother must be the support to motivate and build up the family, but in 

this case, they would be the persons who kill the victim for the status and dignity of the 

family. This type of killing is done by the male members who could not control their 

emotions over the female who is tending to do things against the family. In rural areas, 

where the level of education is less than the family status, the dignity and honor is the most 

important aspect seen by the male members of the family. 

● In the view of Sango Bidani in his research paper on Honor killing in India has stated that 

honor killing is killing the woman of the family for marrying someone against parents wish 

and will, marrying a person with different caste. Honor killing is different from dowry 

death, in case of honor killing the woman is killed by the member of the family and is not 

accepted as the member of the family but in case of dowry death the women is accepted by 

the family. Honor killing has become a tradition. In families where they seek honor and 

status as the first priority than the love towards the member of family, honor killing is still a 

practice taking place in many families. 

ANALYSIS: 

HONOUR KILLING IN INDIA 

Honour killing is an act of shame caused to the family for which it is otherwise called as shame 

killing. It is an act of killing when the person does not accept for arranged marriage, marrying a 
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person disapproved by the family, doing inter-caste marriage which is against the wish and will of 

the family. In India, this type of killing is been carried over since many centuries. From the olden 

days this has become a practice. It has become a common practice for our country. Supreme Court 

had brought a decision based on honour killing that, „killing or physical assault being made over 

young men/women who marries against the wish of the family is illegal.‟(Ercan 2014) This type of 

killing is a brutal and barbaric activity made by the member of the family. However, in our country, 

honour killing has been made a separate provision having severe punishment. In India, mostly in 

places of Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan practice of honour killing is more. Due to 

the complex socio-cultural problems the crime of honour killing is divulging more and more. The 

prime factors of honour killing is the high caste members do not accept inter caste marriage to 

maintain their caste and in case if anything occurs to bring their status down, they would feel such 

thing need not exist and in that case if the female /male gets married to that person of low status 

they feel the person need not exist instead of leaving down their status. Even in case the status and 

gotra is the same, the parents do not accept if the victim wants to go for love marriage. This killing 

is done to restore their honour which would be reduced due to the act of the young male/woman. In 

India, honour killing is practiced due to merciful act also. The parties who had committed the act of 

honour killing ca plea on the circumstance of grave and sudden provocation. Such an idea was been 

indulged when the act was formed as the act of honour killing is prevailing since ages. Honour 

killing is a crime which has become predominantly equal to other rigorous crimes. Culture is 

important for a family but still the young male/female that had been brought up by the family since 

years are also to be considered by the family. The level of importance given to the culture and 

status is not given to the members of the family. They think about the society and neighbors and the 

allegations and news spreading about the victim and get triggered to commit honour killing but 

does not seek remedy to safeguard the victim. This has become a spreading crime in our 

country.(Cate et al. 1992) 

EFFECTS OF HONOUR KILLING 

Honour killing is not constrained to one gender. Men are also brought as a victim of honour killing. 

It is inappropriate that the victim is a man or a woman, if they had violated or brought down the 

name of the family, they are subjected to be killed by the members of the family. However, honour 

killing are focused on the women, it is not restricted so. It extends to men too. When the men 

violate the customs, the family members of the women or the male family members tend to join 

hands to kill him. For the execution of honour killing, the role of male is more. In case to commit 

the crime, the male descendants of the family form a group to kill the victim and especially if the 
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victim is a girl, the male members would kill the victim. It does not matter about how close and 

love they had on the victim, they kill the victim if they cross the limits of the family. In certain 

cases, women also play a part in commission of honour killing. They join hands with the male 

descendants in executing the crime. They play a role in ensuring the limits of sexual regulations and 

plan to kill the victim, if the victim is her daughter. However, male are also victims of the crime, 

the female are been affected a lot as the allegations and comments by the society would be more 

rigorous in case of the women which would trigger the family of the women causing them to 

commit the crime. In certain cases, the male and the female would be killed without any love. This 

crime is also considered as merciless crime as they kill the member of the family without any 

mercy. (Husseini 2009) 

HONOUR KILLING – HENIOUS CRIME 

Sati is a practice since the olden days where the female wife of the family would be made to jump 

into fire alive. This is a practice followed as devotion by the family. The wife has to finish of her 

life by herself if her husband is dead. She is not allowed to face the society without her husband. 

This is to be made by the female whatever old she may be. If her husband does as a love and 

devotion to her husband she has to end her life by burning herself alive. This is different from 

honour killing as honour killing is done if the female or the male does not listen to the members of 

the family or if they bring down the status and culture of the family irrespective of the fact of the 

women that her husband is alive. Both the male and female who violated the custom would be 

killed by the members of the family. However, in India the practice of Sati is completely banned 

but the practice of honour killing is still being followed. But both the crimes are committed only by 

triggering.(Reddy 2014) 

Homicide and honour killing are closely related by are not the same as honour killing is a new 

concept but both are the act of killing the victim. The role of mens rea plays an important role in 

both the crimes. In case of homicide, the killers are motivated by monetary means while in case of 

honour killing, it is a permanent elimination of the member to bring back the honour of the family. 

The accused in case of homicide is the third person who does the crime for money or may be the 

member of the family but in case of honour killing it is the member of the family who commits the 

crime. The family is no way dishonoured in case of homicide, but in case of honour killing it is 

made because of the dishonour caused to the family. Similarly, in the case of honour killing, it is 

completely made because of the triggering of the family members or neighbours or relatives 

whereas in case of homicide it is a plan made by certain person to commit the crime. 
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SPECIFIC TRIGGERS OF HONOUR KILLING 

Following are the specific reasons for which honour killing is been made(Reddy 2014; Singh 

2013): 

● Refusal of an arranged marriage: The member of the family be it a male or female member 

of the family, if refuses to accept the marriage arranged by the family, they would be 

triggered to be killed for the welfare of the family. It is a kind of shame the family members 

feel when the person does not accept the marriage arranged by the family. 

● Seeking a divorce: The victim of honor killing would be a married party and would have 

been divorced due to family issues in their marital life. Seeking divorce by the member 

would bring down the prestige of the family where they feel the victim would rather die 

than being alive and they themselves kill the person.  

● Allegations and rumors about family members: The victim may be subjected to allegations 

or wrong talks by the neighbors or other members in the society. In that case knowing the 

true fact or not, the members of the family for their status and prestige would kill the 

member. Killing the victim according to them brings an additional prestige and status to the 

family.  

● Homo-sexuality: It has become natural where love comes between the people of the same 

sex. When a couple of the same sex wants to live together the family or the society does not 

permit it and  in turn creates more and more allegations and triggers the members of the 

family.  

● Victims of rape: In a society where women should be protected, they are being raped. In that 

case it is the duty of the family to accept such victims but the family feels it as a shame and 

feels the life of the girl is gone and she is completely useless to the society and the family 

and thus she would be killed by them.  

● Inter-caste marriage: Marriage done by the victim with another person of the different caste 

brings down the caste of the party who seek their caste as their soul and important than their 

member of the family. In such case, the member who is of higher caste would kill the victim 

than living by lowering their caste. In case where the victim is of lower caste, and the caste 

is the heart and soul of their prestige, they do not care about the victim and would kill them 

despite of the fact that they belong to their family. Not only their family members become 

the victim the other party with whom they want to live also becomes a victim.  
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ROLE OF LAW 

The Indian Constitution has many provisions to protect each and every citizen. Each and every 

human has their own rights with which they are protected. Rights are vested in every citizen 

irrespective of their caste, religion, gender and are protected from honour killings. In case of honour 

killing, it is similar to that of homicide. Section 299 and 301 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860 which 

means culpable homicide amounting to murder because the act of killing the victim is made with 

the intention to kill them to bring the honour to the family. (Agarwal 2008) 

There are certain provisions which are been violated due to this crime. Article 14, 15(1), 15(3),19 

and 21 of the Constitution of India.  

Article 14 and 15 of the Indian Constitution deals about equality before law and equal rights before 

law which means each and every citizen of India shall be treated equally without any discrimination 

on the grounds of caste, sex, creed, race etc but in the case of honour killing, the women is been 

murdered which forms gender violation.  

Article 19 and 21 of the Indian Constitution deals about Right to Freedom and Right to life and 

personal liberty respectively. In the case of honour killing the right to freedom is been violated. It is 

the freedom of every citizen to choose their life where no person has the right to infringe and 

compel the citizen to act as per the wish of others. Every citizen has the right to life and liberty 

which is the most important fundamental right. No person has the right to take away one‟s life. 

People are created by god and the supreme authority lies only to him to take away the life of his 

creation. In case of honour killing, where the victim is been killed, it is subjected to violation of the 

right to life and liberty to live of the citizen. (Mandela 2013) 

Section 3 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1857 states that every citizen shall become major after 

attaining the age of 18 years. However later, the Supreme court had amended the Act and changed 

that every citizen shall attain majority at the age of 21. According to the Hindu Marriage Act every 

citizen has their right to choose their life partner after attaining the age of majority. In that case, 

honour killing is a violation of it as it kills the victim for choosing their life partner. No person shall 

be compelled to marriage and the same is done in honour killing. If the victim does not accept the 

marriage arranged by the family, they are subjected to be killed in the name of dishonour to the 

family. 

International Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics Special Issue

1533



 

 

MANOJ-BABLI CASE
1
: 

This case was one of the most serious cases related to honour killing.  

FACTS: Manoj and Babli were the victims of the case. They had loved each other and thus eloped 

and got married to each other. The family members on knowing this got furious and found the 

victims. The family had taken the case to the khap panchayat who initially stated that any person 

who has contact with the victim would have to pay 25,000 and hence no person should contact 

them. After finding their whereabouts, the family had brought them before the khap panchayat who 

was also against the marriage. They gave the decision against the victim because the victims 

belonged to different caste. The decision was religious- caste based for the interest of the society. 

The khap panchayat was also the accused who involved in killing of the victim due honouring of 

the family. Relatives of babli were involved in the murder as babli‟s grandfather was the khap 

leader. Nevertheless, the victims were abducted and killed by them.  

COURT DECISION: However, when this matter went before the court of karnal district, they had 

sentenced five perpetrators who were involved in the murder to life sentence. This is the first 

honour killing case hitting as landmark judgment on giving life sentence to the accused of honour 

killing. The driver who involved in the abduction was sentenced to imprisonment of seven years. 

Honour killing is also considered as the most serious offence. 

CONCLUSION 

If some person in the family is not happy with the marriage done by the young men/women, the 

maximum they can do is to cut off the social relationship with them and honour killing does not 

bring any honour to the family. But the people in the family do not understand this fact. Life is a 

creation of god, birth and deaths should be decided by him. Where a person is brought in the earth 

by the god, it is in his hands to take away from this earth. Family is important but family by killing 

a member is not important. It is very much secured to stop honour killing as it is the life decided by 

the couple and it is in their hands to either live together or get separated. No person has the right to 

take away the life and liberty of another. It is always good to live the life to the maximum with full 

of joy and happiness because the next moment of life is not predictable. So, it is better to follow the 

policy of Live and Let Live.  

 

 

                                                           
1
 Smt. Chandrapati vs State Of Haryana And Others on 27 May, 2011 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

There are many rights and laws brought against honour killing but still the practice of honour 

killing has become is wide spreading issue. The accused knowing that there is rigorous punishment 

for such a crime still practices it with a mindset that honour of the family is more important than the 

victim. They are ready to face the consequences of punishment than facing the consequence of 

bringing dishonour to the family. Education about the importance of life of every citizen in this 

earth should be brought out. The people in the rural and urban areas should be educated and the 

consequences of the heinous crimes should be known creating awareness to them.   
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