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Abstract 
Speech is God's blessing to humankind. Through Speech and expression 

an individual passes on his thought, suppositions and feeling to others. The 

right to speak freely and expression is in this way a characteristic right, 

which an individual gains on birth. It is, consequently, an essential right. 

This purpose is reflected in Article 19(1) (a) which is one of the Articles 

found in Part III of the Indian Constitution. This Research Article is 

intended to expose that whether this freedom has its real values and 

whether the people in India do really has this right to express their 

thoughts or else they have been suppressed.   
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1. Introduction 

The constitution of India gives the privilege to flexibility given articles 19,20,21 

and 22. The privilege to flexibility in article 19 ensures the opportunity to 

discourse and articulation. The constitution of India does not particularly 

specify the flexibility of press. Along these lines the press is liable to the 

limitations that are given under the article 19(2) of constitution. The opportunity 

of columnist is a conventional piece of the flexibility of the subject and to one 

side. The subject when all is said in done may go, so additionally may the 

writer. The right to speak freely is ensured not just by the constitution or 

statutes of different states yet in addition by different states yet in addition by 

different worldwide traditions like general assertions of human rights. These 

assertions explicitly discuss insurance of the right to speak freely and 

articulation. The right to speak freely is ensured not just by the constitution or 

statutes of different states yet in addition by different global traditions like 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights , European tradition on Human Rights 

and key flexibilities, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and so 

forth. These assertions explicitly discuss security of the right to speak freely and 

articulation. Man as levelheaded being wants to do numerous things, however in 

a common society his wants must be controlled, managed and accommodated 

with the activity of comparable wants by different people. The assurance of 

every one of the above right is, in this manner, limited by the Constitution in the 

bigger enthusiasm of the group. The privilege to the right to speak freely and 

articulation is liable to impediments forced under Article 19(2).  

Open request as a ground of forcing limitations was included by the 

Constitution (First Amendment) Act, 1951. Open request is something more 

than normal upkeep of peace. Open request in the present setting is synonymous 

with open peace, wellbeing and serenity. According to the report, 54 feature 

writers have gone under strike over the latest 16 months, through 2016 and the 

essential quarter of 2017. The authentic number is no doubt essentially more, if 

a revelation by the minister of state for home issues that there were 142 essayist 

passings in the midst of 2014-15 is anything to cruise by. The World Press 

Freedom Index appropriated by Reporters Without Borders has set India at the 

136th position, three places down from its position the earlier year. 

Of the seven writer passings over the period being contemplated, just a single 

has been affirmed as caused by their reportage. What the stories behind each 

assault plainly convey to the fore is that news coverage, uncommonly 

investigative revealing, is progressively turning into a hazardous occupation. 

Regardless of whether it is sand mining, stone quarrying, unlawful 

development, police fierceness or any sort of debasement, the ones who expose 

the cloudy truth regularly wind up dreading for their lives. Indeed, even the 

individuals who have visit appears from the wellbeing of the studio go under 

assault and get dangers. 
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Aim of the Study 

To analyse the recent incidents of anti-freedom of expression of individuals in 

India, cases filed against journalists for expressing their views and to study 

about freedom of expression in India. 

2. Hypothesis 

Null: There exists no relationship between caste or religion and denial of right 

of individuals to express their opinion. 

Alternative:  There exists a relationship between caste or religion and denial of 

right opinion. 

3. Review of Literature 

 A (2016), the first attempt to explore Indian free speech jurisprudence 

from a doctrinal. The book discusses the clauses and the development of 

law from colonial times to present day controversies. Issues relating to 

public order, sedition, obscenity and pornography, hate speech film etc. 

It talks about the constitutional right of freedom of expression. 

 Dario Milo (2008),examined the law of defamation and argues that it 

must be reformed to balance two important constitutional rights, the 

right of reputation and the right to freedom of expression. 

 William.H.Dutton& co (2011), explains the freedom of expression is not 

just a by-product of technical change. It must be protected by legal and 

regulatory measures that because a variety of conflicting values and 

interests. 

 Kewal Prasad Singh (1997),deals with analysis and description of the 

two codes. The elaborated speech code of the upper classes and the 

restricted speech code of the lower. The 3 speech communities of Bihar 

– Maithili, magahi and Bhojpuri. 

 William Mozzarella (2013), the book encompasses two moments of 

moral panic: the consolidation of the cinema 1910s and 1920s and 

global avalanche of images unleashed by liberalisation since the early 

1990s. 

 Shreyashi Roy (2017), the hoots annual report on freedom of speech 

takes a comprehensive look at the sad state of affairs in India when it 

comes to press freedoms or societal freedom. 

 KapilSibal (2017) , unless a trade is prohibited by law or taken over by 

the state , restrictions of the kind imposed by the rules regarding sale of 

cattle are constitutionally suspect. 

 RakeshShirkla (2017), the opinion expressed in this article is about the 

criminal defamation case against Kejriwal, media reports manage to 

convey palpable pleasure of Mr.Jethmalani in cross examining 

Mr.Jaitley. In the midst of the bribing over the payment of his fee we 
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may well find Jethmalani with his manerickways, offering to pay 

Kejriwal for the pleasure and the opportunity for the cross examination. 

 Times of india (2017), the Supreme Court has refused to ban 

controversial book ‘SamjikaSmugglurluKomatollu’ written by 

prominent Dalit thinker and writer KanchaIlaiah saying that the authors 

fundamental right of freedom of speech and expression should not be 

unnecessarily curbed. 

 Maya Prabhu(2017) , “they’re trying to tell us we can suppress you even 

if you have done nothing wrong and that is a signal for the entire free 

press of India. 

4. Materials and Methods 

This survey is about freedom of expression in India. The questions are about 

freedom to talk against higher authorities, and freedom to express in India, 

awareness of right to express, opinion about cartoonist case, impact of movies 

with social message, influence of politics, initiative of youngsters , memes on 

social media, criminal offence, government officials, Mersal movie issue, self 

support, freedom in school, college, workplace, betterment of nation. The 

method used here is questionnaire , multiple choices are given. And suggestions 

are also is given, the survey is taken to all age group. 

5. Findings and Results 

Out of 40 respondents, the majority 51.2% thinks that they can speak against 

higher officials, 48.8% thinks that they cannot speak against higher authorities. 

SOut of 40 respondents, the majority 70.7% agrees that there is freedom to 

express in India, 17.1%  disagrees the fact , and 12.2% says there is freedom to 

some extent.According to 73.2% of 40 respondents are aware of the right to 

express, 26.8% is not aware of the right to express.The majority of 53.7% says 

that the arrest of the cartoonist Bala.G is a violation of freedom of expression, 

39% is not sure about this act and 7.3% says no to this arrest.Out of 40 

respondents, 65.9% agrees that they have an impact after watching movies with 

social message but for some time, 26.8% that there is a impact and 7.3% 

disagrees to this point.61% of the respondents agrees that politics influence 

freedom of expression in India , 26.8% disagrees that politics influence freedom 

of expression and 12.2% is not sure about this.  Out of 40 respondents, 97.6% 

thinks that youngsters should take initiative in social issues, and 3.4% has 

different opinion. 

According to 68.3% memes circulated in social media is effective, 22% thinks 

it’s just waste of time, 9.8% strongly disagrees.Out of 40 respondents, the 

majority 58.5% thinks that considering freedom of expression has criminal 

offence is not right, 34.1% agrees for some cases, 7.3% agrees to the fact.90.2% 

agrees that people are suppressed by government officials for speaking up, 9.8% 

disagrees that the people are suppressed by government officials.According to 

82.9% thinks that the issue about mersal movie is unnecessary, 17.1% thinks it 
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was necessary.Majority of them 51.2% has stood up for them at times, 36.6% 

has stood up for them, 12.2% has not stood up them.According to 51.2%  agrees 

that they have freedom in school, college, workplace, to some extent, 31.7% 

disagrees and 17.1% agrees to this.Out of 92.7% thinks that people should 

express their view without any fear for the betterment of nation, 7.3% disagrees. 

6. Discussions 

The study about freedom of expression or suppression in India explains that 

there is freedom in India to some extent. But the higher authorities or 

government officials will suppress people who raise their voice against them. 

There is only a limited freedom of expression in India. As you will be arrested 

for accusing higher officials. And it is considered has criminal offence. 

7. Conclusion 

These days, individuals or a few associations discover blame even in motion 

pictures. Pointless issues are made about a motion picture which has a social 

message or some most profound mystery of government authorities. This is 

additionally thought to be a criminal offense, which must be changed. As it is 

the privilege of a national, even media has lost its energy to express about what 

they truly feel like. By and by, images are completing an awesome activity in 

online networking, as it was the primary motivation to accumulate adolescents 

for the greatest dissent in Tamil Nadu. Flexibility of articulation is an essential 

human right that must be maintained in vote based social orders. However there 

is a stressing worldwide pattern of governments ridiculously restricting the right 

to speak freely, focusing on writers, dissidents and different people thought to 

contradict from government sees. Indeed, even in western popular governments, 

laws are reducing dissent exercises and debilitating press flexibility and free 

discourse through required metadata maintenance plans. It is basic that common 

social orders over the globe are careful in protecting flexibility of articulation. 

This is important for the improvement of individuals' lives and the creation and 

upkeep of solid, wellbeing popularity based social orders. 
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